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October 19, 2013

Victory Everlasting Gospel 

Free Seventh-day Adventist Church
The title of today’s sermon is: 

 “The Cities of Refuge” Part 1

Let us pray …

Now understand that the 40 years of wandering in the wilderness has ended. Joshua led the people into the promised land and the land was divided amongst twelve tribes of Israel. West of the Jordan River were the tribes of Simeon, Judah, Benjamin, Dan, Ephraim, Manasseh west, Issachar, Zebulon, Naphtali, and Asher. East of the Jordan River were the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh east. Only the tribe of the Levites were not to possess a land to themselves as they had a specific function in the service of the Lord. 
Turn in your Bibles to the Book of Numbers chapter 35 and we will begin reading together verses 9 to 29.
Numbers 35:9
“And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,  Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye be come over Jordan into the land of Canaan;  Then ye shall appoint you cities to be cities of refuge for you; that the slayer may flee thither, which killeth any person at unawares. And they shall be unto you cities for refuge from the avenger; that the manslayer die not, until he stand before the congregation in judgment. And of these cities which ye shall give six cities shall ye have for refuge. Ye shall give three cities on this side Jordan, and three cities shall ye give in the land of Canaan, [which] 
shall be cities of refuge.  These six cities shall be a refuge, [both] for the children of Israel, and for the stranger, and for the sojourner among them: that every one that killeth any person unawares may flee thither.  And if he smite him with an instrument of iron, so that he die, he [is] a murderer: the murderer shall surely be put to death.  And if he smite him with throwing a stone, wherewith he may die, and he die, he [is] a murderer: the murderer shall surely be put to death.  Or [if] he smite him with an hand weapon of wood, wherewith he may die, and he die, he [is] a murderer: the murderer shall surely be put to 
death. The revenger of blood himself shall slay the murderer: when he meeteth him, he shall slay him.  But if he thrust him of hatred, or hurl at him by laying of wait, that he die;  Or in enmity smite him with his hand, that he die: he that smote [him] shall surely be put to death; [for] he [is] a murderer: the revenger of blood shall slay the murderer, when he meeteth him.  But if he thrust him suddenly without enmity, or have cast upon him any thing without laying of wait,  Or with any stone, wherewith a man may die, seeing [him] not, and cast [it] upon him, that he die, and [was] not his enemy, neither sought his harm:  Then 
the congregation shall judge between the slayer and the revenger of blood according to these judgments:  And the congregation shall deliver the slayer out of the hand of the revenger of blood, and the congregation shall restore him to the city of his refuge, whither he was fled: and he shall abide in it unto the death of the high priest, which was anointed with the holy oil.  But if the slayer shall at any time come without the border of the city of his refuge, whither he was fled;  And the revenger of blood find him without the borders of the city of his refuge, and the revenger of blood kill the slayer; he shall not be guilty of 
blood:  Because he should have remained in the city of his refuge until the death of the high priest: but after the death of the high priest the slayer shall return into the land of his possession. So these [things] shall be for a statute of judgment unto you throughout your generations in all your dwellings.  
PP 515 “Six of the cities assigned to the Levites--three on each side the Jordan--were appointed as cities of refuge, to which the manslayer might flee for safety. The appointment of these cities had been commanded by Moses, "that the slayer may flee thither, which killeth any person at unawares. And they shall be unto you cities for refuge," he said, "that the manslayer die not, until he stand before the congregation in judgment.” This merciful provision was rendered necessary by the ancient custom 
of private vengeance, by which the punishment of the murderer devolved on the nearest relative or the next heir of the deceased. In cases where guilt was clearly evident it was not necessary to wait for a trial by the magistrates. The avenger might pursue the criminal anywhere and put him to death wherever he should be found. The Lord did not see fit to abolish this custom at that time, but He made provision to ensure the safety of those who should take life unintentionally.  {PP 515.2}  

     The cities of refuge were so distributed as to be within a half day's journey of every part of the land. The roads leading to them were always to be kept in good repair; all along the way signposts were to be erected bearing the word "Refuge" in plain, bold characters, that the fleeing one might not be delayed for a moment. {PP 515.3}  
Cities of Refuge west of the Jordan
1. In the land of Judah was Hebron;

2. In the land of Ephraim was the city Shechem in Mt. Ephraim;

3. In the land of Naphtali was the city of Kadesh in Galilee in Mount Naphtali.

Cities of Refuge east of the Jordan 

4. In the land of Manasseh east of the Jordan River was the city Golan;

5. Out of the tribe of Gad was the city of Ramoth in Gilead;

6. In the land of Reuben was the city  Bezer.              
         Source Joshua 20:7, 8 

Joshua 20:7   “And they appointed Kedesh in Galilee in mount Naphtali, and Shechem in mount Ephraim, and Kirjatharba, which [is] Hebron, in the mountain of Judah. 
20:8 And on the other side Jordan by Jericho eastward, they assigned Bezer in the wilderness upon the plain out of the tribe of Reuben, and Ramoth in Gilead out of the tribe of Gad, and Golan in Bashan out of the tribe of Manasseh.” 

Continuing with the quote from PP515.3 
“The roads leading to them were always to be kept in good repair; all along the way signposts were to be erected bearing the word "Refuge" in plain, bold characters, that the fleeing one might not be delayed for a moment. Any person--Hebrew, stranger, or sojourner, might avail himself of this provision. 
But while the guiltless were not to be rashly slain, neither were the guilty to escape punishment. The case of the fugitive was to be fairly tried by the proper authorities, and only when found innocent of intentional murder was he to be protected in the city of refuge. The guilty were given up to the avenger. And those who were entitled to protection could receive it only on condition of remaining within the appointed refuge. Should one wander away 
beyond the prescribed limits, and be found by the avenger of blood, his life would pay the penalty of his disregard of the Lord's provision. At the death of the high priest, however, all who had sought shelter in the cities of refuge were at liberty to return to their possessions.”  {PP 515.3}  
Keep in mind that all the tribes were apportioned land, except the Levites. 

Here is what we have in type. We have the sinful act. A man slayer, a victim, a city of refuge, an avenger of blood and a high priest. If a man in ancient times planned to kill another man, today we would call that a premeditated murder or murder in the first degree. If a man did not plan to kill a man, but in the heat of a situation which may have started with an argument, and quickly escalated into violence where the one killed the other, we would call that today, second degree murder. In both cases the manslayer in ancient times would not be entitled to refuge from the avenger of blood. The third form of the death of a victim at the hands of another would be what we would call manslaughter today. The manslayer had no evil intent to kill by premeditation or in the heat of a situation. It would be purely an accident. An example in ancient times would be two neighbors helping each other in preparing for winter by cutting wood. In swinging the ax, the head flies off, striking the neighbor and he dies. Today a person with no evil intent causes the death of another person by auto. In ancient times the manslayer had little time to escape from a family member of the deceased, who would be the avenger of blood. The avenger of blood is the adversary and had the right to kill the manslayer as long as he was not in the city of refuge. If a person was judged to be guilty of murder, he was turned over to the avenger of blood for punishment. If he were judged to be innocent, he was to remain in the city of refuge until the death of the high priest, at which time he would be released to go home unmolested. The High Priest has charge over the city.
Now let’s understand this in anti-type and how this applies to us today. 

The victim – Jesus is the victim as he was murdered. He was killed by the sins of mankind, for Romans 3:23   “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;”
The manslayer – All of mankind had a part in the death of Jesus including you and I.

The Avenger of Blood – is Satan. 1 Peter 5:8  “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:” Satan does not want you to be found innocent of the blood of Jesus. He wants you to share in His fate. That is why by faith we must be in Jesus who is our High Priest in the city of refuge which is in the Most Holy Place in the heavenly sanctuary. If we choose to separate form our refuge, even for a moment, we risk being devoured by this avenger of blood.
The City of Refuge – Is the Most Holy Place in the heavenly sanctuary and has been 

since October 22, 1844.
The High Priest – is Jesus, who is our refuge in the heavenly Most Holy Place

We cannot declare ourselves innocent, but it is our claim of innocence through justification that puts us in the MHP. Judgment makes the decision of guilt or innocence based on our choices and the motivations of our hearts.

Matthew 5:21, 22 “Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.”

Revelation 14: 7, 14 “Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters. … And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud [one] sat like unto the Son of man, having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle.”  

The investigative judgment is for all believers, which includes every believer in the Old and New Testaments and every believer since; also believers who lived in the reformation and believers right up to our day. When a person accepts Jesus as Lord and Savior, their name is written in the Lamb’s book of life. Those who had opportunity to accept Jesus but rejected the gift, their name is not in the MHP to be judged as their case is hopeless. The judgment determines which of the believers really believes and who really has the faith of Jesus and if their character shows what they profess.
1 Peter 4:17 “For the time [is come] that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if [it] first [begin] at us, what shall the end [be] of them that obey not the gospel of God?”

No one knows how soon their case will come up in the judgment.

Malachi 3:1, 2 “Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.  This is not the second coming of Jesus; it is when Jesus came suddenly into the Most Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary on October 22, 1844 to begin the judgment; just 10 days short of 169 years ago.  
But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he [is] like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap:”  

“… he is like a refiner's fire, …” A refiner's fire does not consume completely like the fire of an incinerator. A refiner's fire refines. It purifies. It melts down the bar of silver and separates out the impurities that ruin its value, burns them up, and leaves the silver intact. The furnace of affliction in the family of God is always for refinement, never for destruction..
“… and like fullers' soap:” Fuller's soap is an ancient process that was used to clean woolen cloth before it was made into garments. Fuller's soap has been used as a metaphor in the Bible for the purifying ability of the Lord. The New Testament's story of the transfiguration refers to Christ's white garments as whiter than any fuller could get them. Mark 9:3,
Malachi 3:3  “And he shall sit [as] a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in righteousness.” 
Jesus our High Priest is the Refiner. He allows the fires of affliction because He wants us to be purified of the dross of worldliness and every characteristic that would make us unfit for heaven and eternal life.
1 Peter 4:12 , 13  “Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you:  But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.” 

Daniel 8:14 “And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.”

The Most Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary is the anti-typical City Of Refuge and Jesus the High Priest must determine who stays there as precious wheat and who are the tares that must be cast out to be burned at the end of the world.
“It is those who by faith follow Jesus in the great work of the atonement who receive the benefits of His mediation in their behalf, while those who reject the light which brings to view this work of ministration are not benefited thereby. The Jews who rejected the light given at Christ's first advent, and refused to believe on Him as the Saviour of the world, could not receive pardon through Him. When Jesus at His ascension entered by His own blood into the heavenly sanctuary to shed upon His disciples the blessings of His mediation, the Jews were left in total darkness to continue 
their useless sacrifices and offerings. The ministration of types and shadows had ceased. That door by which men had formerly found access to God was no longer open. The Jews had refused to seek Him in the only way whereby He could then be found, through the ministration in the sanctuary in heaven. Therefore they found no communion with God. To them the door was shut. They had no knowledge of Christ as the true sacrifice and the only mediator before God; hence they could not receive the benefits of His mediation.”  {GC 430.2}  

1 John 1:7 “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.”

“Those who in the judgment are "accounted worthy" will have a part in the resurrection of the just. Jesus said: "They which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from the dead, . . . are equal unto the angels; and are the children of God, being the children of the resurrection." Luke 20:35, 36. And again He declares that "they that have done good" shall come forth "unto the resurrection of life." John 5:29. The righteous dead will not be raised until after the judgment at which they are accounted worthy of "the resurrection of life." Hence they will not be present in person at the tribunal when their records are examined and their cases decided.”  {GC 482.3} 
    “As the books of record are opened in the judgment, the lives of all who have believed on Jesus come in review before God. Beginning with those who first lived upon the earth, our Advocate presents the cases of each successive generation, and closes with the living. Every name is mentioned, every case closely investigated. Names are accepted, names rejected. When any have sins remaining upon the books of record, unrepented of and unforgiven, their names will be blotted out of the book of life, and the record of their good deeds will be erased from the book of God's remembrance. The Lord declared to Moses: "Whosoever hath sinned against Me, him will I blot out of My book." Exodus 32:33. And says the prophet Ezekiel: "When the righteous turneth away from his righteousness, and committeth iniquity, . . . all his righteousness that he hath done shall not be mentioned." Ezekiel 18:24.”  {GC 483.1}             
We shall continue this study next week in Part 2
